Ummtmims 25, 1HJ 
l(h 10 p. mu 

TELEPHONE CCNYERSATIQN BETTCCI THE PBX2ZDEXT 

and mr. ted somrmcM 



First part of conrwrsatieB i* between BUI Mnysr* and Tad 

a M: Tad. Just a ndrmt*. ha'll b* with you to just a is 

Trying to get rid of nm people... 

TS: Wbo's this... Bill? Bxrw did th* mooting go? 

Bid: I would wan it up by saying that ha foalo wo ought to try a tactical more 

of t»nHag about a budget of $1Q0~$150.. .in exchange for the $11 billion 
... giring up at leant $1 billion now for $11 billion* • . until w* gat the 
tax cot* . . X think he'll decide vary shortly. . .hot ha want* the bill. . . he 
feel* that ton re'* a ... that the enly way o i getting the bill i* to offer 
them a budget lees tham $1&~$150 uUeh Ga rden ha* got it down to now. . 
*nd it's probably sure important to gat the bill and aaer ifldn g in the 
next budget at leant In the planning cf it- . .one billion*. but the 

of the meeting 1* that ha an eft tha tax bill and ha wenla it 
b# for 68 the January „ . . .and to find tba moat honorable but expedient 
way to do it. . *eeondIy, ha want* thi* cirH right* bill* tha first thing 
in th* next Ceagreea. .ha think* if we go into the dull rights bill now 
you won't get th* tax bill until thrna or four mouths from now. . .and 
these fellow* all tell him that the tax Mil now will mean. . . an imme diate 
upsurge in the economy. . . which ought not to he delayed until next 
April* May. June. . . *o he aaksd Gordon to go out and ra study $101. 5 
. . .through the uea of gimmick*. » .or through an actual withholding of 
soon and coma back and. •#* if ha cant tall him "yea" h* can get 

it down to $l&0-4 203... something lfito that*. .and then aee where we 
can go from thorn. « . what are your co mment* ? 

TS: Wall a depend* an bow it's done. .if lt*a den* by cutting anything out of 

the budget, .that's sonrad ana aria, .than 1 think that's a mistake. . .X think 
you can get tha tax hill. . . and I know yon css gat tha tax bill without doing 
that. . .but 1 know th* President's thinking on this is far greater than 
{nine. .X thlA that a budget of $101 ..can he described la such a way 
and accurately so . . .that if* nary dear that it i* an economy type 
budget and is certainly enough to justify. ... yon know, most of those 
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paopio ass looking for an tmn to be getting the tax bill. . if 700 don't 
five thorn that encase, . . they'll Had iatu ether excuse bat fes tax bill 
haa majority of rot** (mm tha Plaines Cammlttaa and baa the majority 
of votes from the Senate floor.. .2 wouldn't give sway too much just in 
order ts get that majority a little bit bluer. . . or even the action on it 
a little bit sooner. . . 

Bid: Well, he didn't commit hi me elf. . .in fact, ha eaid "I don't want to 

decide tonight. . bat thie is say thinking at the moment I really 
haven't heard the other aide of it hot I will. . . 

TS: Well, ae 1 say. . .1 think I'd like to take a look and eee what the needs 

are. . .catting ont of the budget. . . there are some gimmicks yon r_»n uae. . 
there are some ways yon can h old things back or eoncaal them and eo 
on- ..the budget after all is only a schedule of estimate. ..and estimates 
can vary by a billion dollars, .one way or the other without reach 
tremble. . .1 dant mind the change in estimates but I don't want to see 
good programs knocked ont. . . 

Bll Eight. . . I'll send you a copy of Garden' is budget. ..he only sent me one 

copy thie afternoon. . . but Til send you one first thing is the morning. . 

TS: O.&. fine 

Bid: 1 don't think we ought to any anything specific about the budget. .in the 

address ... do yon ? On Wednesday? 

TS: Ho... 

LBJ : Ts*, TeeL . 

TS: Hello. Ur. President... 

LBJ: I apologise for being late in cdl ling you bat 1 had this group. . . I just got 

Doug Dillon out of here that's «a the budget .... 

TS: Oh, I understand. As a matter of fact Ho sorry that I told Bill that I 

might co me b u t . .... 

LBJ: Well, we've got mere Important problems than theirs. . . we can't resolve 

it... they 1 re net going to give ho the tax bill unless we get ear budget 
does $100 billion. . .it's n «aod®a of whether you take a billion and a half 
out of your budget or $1 lcal oS the taxes. . . that 4 e the way they put it to us 
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I gtiaao mi'll bar* to 
I don't think t Va * really la tha choice. > J was Just to l li ng Bill. 
Tea don't? 

I think eu do better than that. . . 

All right... 
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Bat it depends a little bit oahovM eu play with tha bndget. ..thdte/eaya 
of presenting a badget which la, yoa knew. . . satisfies any raaaonabla 
rr.»r. that 4 ! willing to ba emtio tic, 4 and tha unreasonable onaa will find 
um) axeoaa to rote against It oat tha tax bill, anyway. . . 

LBJ: 'W’alL . . oar problem seems Joa Tbwiar and Dillon and all of tbam In aara 

La getting it oat of the committee. ..and to got it oat of tha commit* e 
it* a got to hare aema Republican rotes. ..and Byrd told friend Dare 
Lawrence sometime ago and Byrd’s b oon repeating since. . .now Morton 
picks It up. . . and in a way HIM caff is kind of co mmi tted to it cause he 1 a 
committed to Byrd on procedures. ..and Byrd ia Just not going to get 
any bill tH» year. . . not going to report any bill, .onleaa somebody 
glraa htaoaesnranca it’s not geing ever $1M billion. - .and he’s still 
joiag to be against the tex HR.. bet ha’ll let the other* like Carroll 
MIdgen > SlHcofT and oar bet a re d friend, Mr. Morton, rote reported 
if we get M°> that kind of assurance. ..you Me, if we don't, he won't. 

they have to do. . . thay^ve got a $1/2 Wlllon gi mm ick so it gets 
to $101. . . pretty quick.. under the Kennedy guideline, .they THINK 
they can get that $ 1 / 2 billion, . but not sure, theses got to work on it 
a*ether day or two. . . side drafts instead of sending the made 

...that leaves $101. . . they think hfcJCamara can aqueese $2 or $300 
million more out of bis. . . *o it gats it dews te $100 bfilien $200 million, .they 
. without endangering any mi the programs that are in there. . 
tbay^re got poverty and other thing*. .and some little new thing*. . 
dea&st have any nrw start* en reclamatioa. .1 told them it wdd coat 
them $10 "dHtoo to pat them In.. .but... we're getting a good deal of 
static from Agriculture, Interior amt the other department*. . .they 
ttdnk »sat $ 100 billion budget i* going te be awful bad. . . and I do too but 
I don't $100 Ulllon with tha tax Mil Is bad an $102 without one. . 
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trail, there's no doubt about that, U that 4 s our choice. . .P: 
conrincad that ia the choice. . 
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Date: September 15, 1993 



Processing Note 



Re: Telephone Conversation between the President and Mr 

Sorensen, 11/25/63 



Ted 



While working on preservation of the dictabelts, the archives 
staff observed the following inaccuracies in the transcript: 

On page 2, the transcript reads: 



TS (Cont'd) : "people are looking for 

getting the tax bill.. if you » 



an excuse to be 



On page 4, the transcript reads: 



LBJ = "•••Doug Dillon says we've got to have a sentence 
on being frugal and thrifty. » 



The archives staff heard: 



TS (Cont'd) 
against the 



"people are looking for an excuse to be 
tax bill. . if you » 



LBJ : "...Doug Dillon says we've got to have a sentence 

on Balance of Payments, being frugal and thrifty...." 



Claudia Anderson 
Archivist 
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